HB 1312 - COVID-19 Eviction and Housing Relief Act of 2021
In the House Judiciary Committee, Feb. 17, 2021

Testimony of the undersigned students & faculty of the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
Position: SUPPORT

Dear Members of the General Assembly,

We write to urge you to enact the COVID-19 Eviction Relief Act of 2021, House Bill 1312. As COVID-19 continues to
spread through communities,' the estimated 1.8 million renters® in Maryland need the critical public health and financial
protections offered by the Relief Act. If enacted, the bill will establish a full suite of eviction protections and measures,
including a state moratorium on evictions, defenses to eviction related to the pandemic that will last through April 2022, a
fund to provide rent relief and support eviction prevention, requirements that landlords provide timely attempt to use rent
relief and repayment plans before seeking to evict, and more transparent reporting of eviction data from throughout
Maryland.

The COVID-19 pandemic has devastated Marylanders’ health. We have lost over 7,300 family members, loved ones, and
neighbors since the state’s first cases were announced on March 5, 2020.” In fact, the virus has killed nearly 1 out of every
800 Marylanders.* With over 370,000 cases in the state so far, we have recently seen some easing of the pandemic. Yet,
while the 7-day average of daily cases may be on the decline,’ the current state of the pandemic warrants further support
for vulnerable Marylanders, including these eviction and financial protections. Notably, during the first week of February,
more than 20,000 people filed new unemployment claims in the state.®

Evictions are particularly deadly during the COVID-19 pandemic.
In addition to being a health crisis, the pandemic has resulted in massive financial and job losses, both of which are

associated with negative health outcomes and a substantial risk of eviction. As the pandemic has continued, so too have
evictions.”*® Research during the pandemic has demonstrated that evictions have been associated with increased
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COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, and deaths.'™!" One study estimated that as many as 433,700 COVID-19 cases and
10,700 deaths could have been prevented if states that allowed eviction moratoria to lapse had instead kept their moratoria
in place through September 2020, the start of the CDC moratorium'? Without a home, it is much more difficult and often
impossible to quarantine and social distance."”'*"* Once evicted, families have to make the difficult decision of where to
go, often choosing between shelters and doubling up in a home, both of which result in an inability to follow pandemic
best practices: quarantining, frequent hand washing and cleaning, avoiding crowds, and social distancing.'® Moreover, it is
not only the families who face eviction that are at heightened risk of COVID-19 transmission but also the broader
community. Black and Latinx households, who have been evicted or are at risk of eviction more than other households
during the pandemic,'”'® are also at the greatest risk of death and hospitalization due to COVID-19."****"** Specifically,
Black people are 2.9 times more likely to be hospitalized and 1.9 times more likely to die due to COVID-19, when
compared to Whites.” Hispanic or Latinx people are 3.2 times more likely to be hospitalized and 2.3 times more likely to
die due to COVID-19, when compared to Whites.**
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Eviction moratoria are necessary but not sufficient. Despite the national moratorium enacted by the CDC in 2020, tenants’
rights were violated, and people were evicted from their homes.” In addition, when the pandemic is over, renters
protected by moratoria may face insurmountable fees for late-payments or unpaid bills during the pandemic.?**”** This is
why enacting the COVID-19 Eviction Relief Act, which goes beyond a moratorium to eliminate penalty fees, provide rent
relief, and require systematic reporting of eviction in the state must be an urgent priority.

Evictions have deleterious impacts on physical and mental health.

The dangerous and negative health impacts of eviction are long-lasting and exist beyond the threat and risk of COVID-19.
Decades of research has shown that housing is a necessary prescription for good health. The threat of eviction alone
contributes to poor health, high blood pressure, depression, anxiety, and psychological distress.”” Accordingly, displacing
people from their homes through evictions exacerbates psychosocial stress and material scarcity, and damages both short-
and long-term health in adults and children.*® For example, in adults, evictions have been associated with several physical
and mental health outcomes including all-cause mortality,’' HIV-related treatment outcomes,** exposure to violence,”
drug use and related harms,** increased emergency department utilization,* sexually transmitted infections,* suicides,’’
mental health hospitalization,*® physical and sexual assault for women,* and depression.*’ Similarly, unstably housed
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children are at an increased risk for food insecurity,* adverse childhood experiences,* lead poisoning,* emotional
trauma,* developmental delays,* negative mental health outcomes such as anxiety and depression,*® behavioral
disturbances,? decreased academic achievement,* and death.* People who have been evicted, especially mothers with
children who are at a greater risk for displacement,”™”" are also more likely to report and experience poorer health or

mental health outcomes in comparison to those not evicted, even years after their evictions.*

As a result of racist housing laws™ and policies,* racial wealth earnings and disparities, and pervasive discrimination in
evictions,” the burden of these profound and negative health impacts is disproportionately borne by communities of color,
especially Black communities.’*”*® For example, in Baltimore between July 2018 and June 2019, Black eviction rates
were 3 times higher than White eviction rates, and Black women-headed households were 3.9 times more likely to be
removed from their homes compared to White men headed households.”® Thus, stable housing and anti-eviction policies
are critical and urgent public health interventions for maintaining good health and promoting health equity.

As the nation grapples with recovery from COVID-19, the social and financial ramifications of the pandemic will
continue to be felt by communities including renter households. This is why this Relief Act requires swift action.
Members of the general assembly, thank you for your consideration of this important measure. Enacting the COVID-19
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Eviction Relief Act of 2021 will protect low-income renters who are both at increased risk of evictions and associated
health harms, and COVID-related hospitalization and death. Additionally, these important protections will also promote
the public’s health during this pandemic by translating science into evidence-based policy.

Please issue a report of FAVORABLE on HB 1312. If you have any questions, please contact Olivia Veira at
oveiral @jhu.edu or 404-660-2729.
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Page 5 of 7



ADDITIONAL SIGNATORIES

Johns Hopkins Faculty & Staff

Keshia Pollack Porter, PhD
Professor
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Joshua M. Sharfstein, MD
Professor of the Practice
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Robert P. Martin, BA
Director, Food System Policy
Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future

Lisa Cooper, MD, MPH

Blomberg Distinguished Professor

Director, Johns Hopkins Center for Health Equity
Director, Johns Hopkins Urban Health Institute
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Johns Hopkins Students/Alumni

Moeen Aboabdo
MPH Candidate
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Murhaf Alkaddour
MPH Candidate
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Saud Almulihi
MPH Candidate
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Raghavi Anand
MPH Candidate
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Neha Anand

MD/MPH Candidate

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine

Anna Aspenson
MPH Graduate, ‘19
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Craig Pollack, MD
Associate Professor
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Monica Guerrero Vazquez, MS, MPH
Executive Director, Centro SOL
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine

Sarah Goldman, BA
Senior Research Program Coordinator
Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future

Nicole Jones
MPH Candidate
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Natasha Kieval
MPH Candidate
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Vimal Konduri

MD/MPH Candidate

University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Medicine
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Tim Lee
MPH Candidate
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Rachael London
MPH Candidate
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Maggie Machaca
MPH Candidate
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Page 6 of 7



Rocio Carranza
MPH Candidate
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Margarita Correa-Mendez
MPH Candidate
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Jeffrey Edwards
MD/MPH Candidate

Stanford University School of Medicine
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Brittney Ehlers
MPH Candidate
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Emma Frost

MD/MPH Candidate

Michigan State University College of Human Medicine
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Emma Golub
MPH Candidate
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Dana Goplerud

MD/MPH Candidate

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine

Akash Malhotra
MPH Candidate
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Deepthi Mallela
MPH Candidate
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Ashley Matter
MD/MPH Candidate

Medical College of Wisconsin
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Madelyn McKeague

JD/MPH Candidate

Maurice A. Deane School of Law at Hofstra University
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Dulce Mendoza
MPH Candidate
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Kate Mieth
MPH Candidate
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Shatabdi Patel, MD
MPH Candidate
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Sydney White
MPH Candidate
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Page 7 of 7



